William "Dusty" E Sweeney
July 3, 2020

William E Sweeney, 67, of Allentown, died July 3, 2020 in his home. He was the son of the
late Edward Joseph and Shirley Marie (Herman) Sweeney. Dusty was married to Anne
Marie (Flanagan) Sweeney for 34 yrs. He was a member of the Cathedral St Catherine of
Siena Catholic Church. Dusty served during Vietnam War in the Marine Corps. He retired
from the County of Lehigh as Program Analyst.
He will be remembered as a family man and loving husband to Anne Marie, father to Tara
and brother and friend to many people.
Survivors: his wife: Anne Marie; daughter: Tara L Sweeney of Harrison, NJ;
brothers: Daniel Sweeney of Allentown and Joanne Ziegenfuss of Freemansburg, Timothy
husband of Robin Sweeney of Bethlehem and son Fred, Robert Sweeney and partner
Anthony Shuford of Allentown and Michael “Shawn” Sweeney of Allentown and Mary
Erceg of Riegelsville.
Services: Thursday, July 9, 10:30 AM, A Mass of Christian Burial will be at Cathedral St.
Catharine of Siena Church, 1825 W. Turner St., Allentown, PA.
Interment: will be private at the convenience of the family.
Donations: to the Gift of Life Family House, 401 Callowhill St., Phila., PA 19123. This is a
residence for family members while their family is in the hospital in Phila. Masks or facial
covering and social distance will be observed for the safety of the family and those
attending.

Events
JUL
9

Viewing

09:00AM - 10:00AM

Robert C Weir Funeral Home
1802 W Turner St, Allentown, PA, US, 18104

JUL
9

Mass of Christian Burial10:30AM - 11:30AM
Cathedral Church St Catharine of Siena
1825 W Turner St, Allentown, PA, US, 18104

Comments

“

To the Family,
I had the opportunity to get to know Bill when I worked for Lehigh County MH/MR. He
was a wonderful person and very patient whenever anyone needed his help with
computer issues. He was one of the best. I am sure that he will be greatly missed but
that you have good memories to cherish. I will be keeping you in my thoughts and
prayers. May God comfort you and give you strength in the days ahead.

Rose Heffelfinger - July 08 at 10:34 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of William "Dusty" E Sweeney.

July 08 at 03:10 PM

“

What a great man has been lost!! My condolences to Anne, Tara and the rest of the
family. I worked with Bill for many years. I sat in the cubicle to the left of him. He
made coming to work a lot of fun.
I would be diligently working at my desk and all of a sudden I'm bopped over the
head by a tin foil ball. Never knew how he managed to get that exact since he had to
thrown it over the cabinets. Well, I couldn't let that go, so I saved those tin foil balls
and when I had a good amount of them, I came around the corner to his desk and
bombarded him with all of them. His response was "Huh, What, What did I do?"
He was very proud of Tara and her accomplishments. He was a very caring man and
showed concern to all of those whose life he touched and he touched many. He will
be missed.
Maggie Bilsak

Margaret T Bilsak - July 07 at 08:22 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of William "Dusty" E Sweeney.

July 07 at 08:46 AM

“

To my big brother you were the glue that held our family together.You were always
there for all of us no matter what. You always gave me good advice on matters. I’m
going to miss you dearly. I love you. Give mom, dad and Kelly a big hug for me. Rest
In Peace. XOXO

Timothy Sweeney - July 06 at 09:50 PM

“

Dusty, you were the greatest brother anyone could ask for! You (and Anne) were
always there for everyone, no matter what. I'm going to miss you so much! Say hi to
Mom and Dad and Kelly. Semper Fi my brother!

shawn - July 05 at 06:53 PM

“

Our heartfelt sympathy. We never really knew Dusty but Mary spoke very highly of
him. Thank god for a person who made many, many people happy. Joe and Frank
Erceg Marys brothers.

mary erceg - July 05 at 06:53 PM

“

Dusty I’m sooooo sorry this happened . You were a wonderful person. When I first
started going with Shawn, you and Anne opened your home to me. You helped
everybody. You never gossiped or had a bad word for anybody. I’m sure you earned
your wings. Love Mary Erceg

mary erceg - July 05 at 06:36 PM

“

Patrick & Kate Flanagan purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of
William "Dusty" E Sweeney.

Patrick & Kate Flanagan - July 05 at 02:27 PM

“

For many years I heard of Dusty from my mother, aunts and uncles, but never had
the opportunity to personally meet him until our Flanagan reunion five years ago.
Fortunately we got to spend some time together and I got to know this wonderful
person whom I heard so much about. Through that conversation I found out about
his military service for our country, his work with the county, an interest in
photography, the pride of a parent in seeing Tara graduate from college and his love
for his wife as he described being married to Ann Marie.
I remember his thoughtfulness of editing the many photographs he took that Sunday
and sending an impressive album capturing the aunts, cousins and grandchildren in
attendance.
As I reflect on that conversation and the past five years, I am aware of that he retired
after completing a successful career with the county, battled the courageous
undergoing of a double lung transplant, saw Tara start a successful career in
healthcare and expressed the love and concern for Ann Marie as she faced her own
serious health challenges.
How Dusty led his life is truly an example of an outstanding human being. If there
were more people like Dusty, the world would be a better place.

I am grateful for the positive life lessons he left with me as I reflect on the few hours
we spent together.
Patrick Flanagan - July 05 at 02:25 PM

